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12:00 p.m. – 2:00 p.m. 
Remote Meeting via Zoom 

 
In attendance: 

Grace Spulak (AOC), Hon. Erin O’Connell (ATJ Co-Chair), Hon. Zach Ives (Court of Appeals), Ernestina Cruz 
(ATJ Co-Chair), Juan Abeyta (ATJ Consultant), Mary Smith (CLS Commissioner), Aja Brooks (Second 
Judicial District), Tesha Henderson (AOC), Ben Sherman (State Bar), Bette Fleishman (Pegasus Legal 
Services for Children), Crystal Velarde (City of Abq), Cheryl Thompson (Metro Court), Damon Hudson 
(ATJ Commissioner), Deborah Norman (United South Broadway), Deian McBryde, Diana Dorn-Jones 
(United South Broadway), Eric Sutton (United South Broadway), Gabriel Campos, Gary Housepian 
(Disability Rights New Mexico), George Chandler, Jaime Mayfield, Jasmine Williams (ATJ Consultant), Jeff 
Wechsler, Jennifer Foote, JoAnna Jimenez (AOC), John Arango, John Greacen (ATJ Consultant), Karen 
Meyers, Kip Bobroff, Laura Bassein (JEC), Lewis Creekmore (NMLA), Maria Griego (NM Center on Law 
and Poverty), Michael McGuire (Senior Citizens Law), Natalie Meyers (State Bar), PA Blalock, Rep. 
Pamelya Herndon (NM House of Representatives/KWH Law Center), Ramona Martinez-Salopek, Sarah 
Steadman (UNM School of Law), Quiana Salazar-King (NM Immigrant Law Center), Timothy Green IV 
(JEC), and Torri Jacobus (City of Abq)  

Minutes from December 3, 2021 

- Quiana Salazar-King moved to approve minutes, Ramona Martinez-Salopek seconded.  No objections. 

Introduction of New members (Tina Cruz) 

-Ben Sherman, President-Elect of the State Bar, will serve a one year term. 

-Natalie Meyers with the State Bar will serve as State Bar liaison. 

-Timothy Green IV is a new employee with the Judicial Education Center. 

-Thank you to George Chandler, a valued Commissioner, who has termed out but will continue to work 
on Commission initiatives. 

Community Integration Team Report (Juan Abeyta) 

-Discussed highlights from the Community Integration Team report attached to these minutes. The 
report detail the Community Integration Team’s listening sessions held around the state over the past 
two years.  Additionally, the report discusses the team’s other work, including resources and webinars 
developed as a result of feedback from community partners in this listening sessions. The team has also 
compiled a listserv of community agencies, developed a civil legal resource directory, and cultivated a 
partnership with NM State Library.  

-There are a number of recommendations in the report that will need feedback from the Commission.  

-Juan will also forward information about participants who want to continue participation to Lewis 
Creekmore to support New Mexico Legal Aid’s needs assessment. 

-One key issue that came up in a number of listening session is drug use/abuse and its impact on many 
communities throughout New Mexico. Although the Commission has not identified this as a “legal issue” 
it clearly leads to a number of legal needs and we should look at whether there are initiatives we can 
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support to address them. We should also make sure we are informed about the settlement regarding 
opioids and how it is being distributed to see if there are opportunities there.  

CLS Legislative Update (John Arango) 

-Both DFA and LFC have provided funding recommendations, which are attached here.  

Website/Portal Update (Lewis Creekmore/Tina Cruz/John Greacen) 

- The Broad Self-Help Team will now be chaired by John Greacen and Tina Cruz and will focus on 
planning around a state-wide legal information portal and support for NMLA’s LawHelp New Mexico 
website redesign. 

-Lewis Creekmore gave an update on the website. They have a contractor, Theory and Principle, in place 
and had a kickoff meeting in December with most civil legal service providers regarding how the website 
will be used.   

AOC Eviction Prevention and Diversion Program Update (Grace Spulak) 

-This is a new AOC program funded by federal funds. It will provide assistance to parties in landlord 
tenant cases, including help applying for rental assistance and settlement facilitation if parties agree. 
This program will begin on Feb 1 in the Ninth Judicial District and the stay of writs of restitution will be 
lifted there as well. This program will go statewide sometime in March.  

Other Legislative/Eviction Update (Grace Spulak) 

-HB 65 proposes a number of changes to the eviction statute, including extending hearing and notice 
timelines, and has been pre-filed. We will be watching the Bill closely.   

Other Business (Jasmine Williams) 

-She will send a reminder email to invite individuals to take the survey.   

Next meeting is scheduled for March 11, 2022 from noon to 2:00 pm.  
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SUMMARY PROGRESS REPORT OVERVIEW

FALL  2019 THROUGH FALL  2021



HIGHLIGHTS

• Seven sites / 91 participants / individual site reports 

• Listserv w/350 contacts

• Hosted 9 webinars / 14 organizations presented / 295 attendees

• Development of Civil Legal Resource Directory

• Partnership with NM State Library 



RECOMMENDATIONS

• Recommendation 1: Partner with trusted intermediaries

• Recommendation 2: Partner with the New Mexico State Library

• Recommendation 3: Ongoing communications and messaging

• Recommendation 4: Specialized training for trusted intermediaries

• Recommendation 5: Data collection on unmet civil legal needs 

• Recommendation 6: Addressing equity and inclusion on the ATJ Commission 

• Recommendation 7: Staff and related resources to continue community engagement

• Recommendation 8: Establish a formal administrative structure to support civil
legal access projects/programs
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Integration Team of the New Mexico Access to Justice Commission during 

the period Fall 2019 through Fall 2021. 
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Summary progress report 
C O M M U N I T Y  E N G A G E M E N T  &   
I N T E G R AT I O N  T E A M  

BACKGROUND 

In the spring of 2018, the New Mexico Commission on Access to Justice (ATJ) convened a group of Commissioners 

and interested parties to conduct an inventory and assessment on public access to resources to address “essential 

legal needs” defined as: 

• Safe housing and work environments,  

• Access to health care,  

• Safeguards against financial exploitation, and  

• Assistance with family issues such as  
o Protection from abusive relationships 
o Child support, and  
o Child custody  

 
The initiative included a community outreach effort of “listening sessions” with groups of key community 
members in Albuquerque, Hobbs, Las Cruces, Santa Fe, Taos and Truth or Consequences. Commissioners 
also met with representatives of community groups in Albuquerque, including health clinics, veterans’ 
groups, community action groups, funders, and the faith community. Participants addressed the following 
questions: 1) What barriers do you see for clients trying to access the civil legal system? 2) What are the 
trusted sources of information in your communities? and 3) What next steps can the Commission take and 
how do you want to be involved? These discussions framed the process going forward and were used to 
draft a statewide strategic action plan aimed at expanding resources for civil legal assistance.  
 
In the fall of 2018, the Commission received a Justice for All (JFA) grant to finalize its strategic action plan 
and subsequently began project implementation in the fall of 2019. The plan includes 16 components: 

1. Broad Self-Help Informational Services 
2. Community Engagement and Integration  
3. Expansion and Efficiency Improvements of Full-Service Representation 
4. Resource Planning 
5. Simplification 
6. Plain Language Forms 
7. Design, Governance and Management 
8. Judicial and Court Staff Education   
9. Triage, Referral and Channel Integration 
10. Courtroom Assistance Services 
11. Role Flexibility for Other Professionals 
12. Technology Capacity 
13. Unbundled (Discrete Task) Legal Assistance 
14. Language Access 
15. Compliance Assistance 
16. Alternative Dispute Resolution (ADR) Integration 

 
Implementation teams were established to provide coordination and implementation of the various 
components, including a Community Engagement and Integration Team (CEIT) tasked with: 
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• developing a plan for community-based organizations to inform ATJ Commission work on an 
ongoing basis,  

• increasing coordination and integration amongst the various civil legal service programs and other 
community-based groups whose client bases need civil legal assistance, and 

• increasing integration of access to justice resources into the community. 
 
This report will detail the activities conducted by the CEIT and includes recommendations for continuing and 
expanding current activities. 
 

COMMUNITY LISTENING SESSIONS 

The CEIT targeted seven communities across New Mexico. These communities represent distinct 

areas of the state, and they were selected 

to broaden the ATJ Commission’s reach and 

understanding of civil legal needs in various 

communities outside of central New Mexico. 

The communities were divided into two 

cohort groups to allow optimum provision of 

services based on the capacity of the CEIT. 

 

In addition to the participants from the 

initial listening sessions, additional sources 

were used to expand the potential list of 

invitees both at the original and the newly 

added sites. The objective was to identify 

as many trusted community entities as 

possible at each site. Trusted community 

entities are defined as those institutions and 

organizations that community members rely 

on for meeting their basic needs or who 

advocate on their behalf.  

 

These additional sources included the New Mexico Non-Profit Directory, SHARE New Mexico, New 

Mexico legislators and other public office holders, plus contacts provided by the McCune 

Charitable Foundation, American Civil Liberties Union, New Mexico Legal Aid, and community 

coalitions. The expanded list includes local elected officials, educational institutions, social service 

providers, policy and advocacy organizations, health care and legal service providers, and the 

business community. A listserv with over 350 contacts across the seven target sites has been 

established and resides within the Administrative Office of the Courts. 1 

 

 

1 More details on the listserv are provided in Appendix 8 of this report. 

 

                  Chart 1: Map of Target Sites      
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Follow-up sessions were conducted in Hobbs, Las Cruces and Taos in February of 2020 with the 

objectives of prioritizing civil legal needs and establishing local community teams willing to address 

those priorities. The expanded invite lists resulted in the attendance of approximately one-half of 

new participants and others, though unable to attend on a particular date, wanting to be engaged 

in ongoing efforts in their community.  

 

Each community developed their unique list of unmet civil legal needs and concerns. They then 

prioritized those lists and suggested additional participants that would be helpful in addressing 

their concerns. Participants also detailed the types of specific activities that their organization 

might be willing to undertake in addressing the issues. Individuals at each site also agreed to serve 

as local points of contact going forward and to host upcoming sessions.2  

 

As the CEIT was preparing to schedule sessions with the second cohort of communities for the Spring 

of 2020, the COVID pandemic emerged and all planning for in-person sessions was suspended. 

When it became obvious that public sessions would not be viable, the process was adapted to 

conduct online sessions. Sessions with the second cohort, consisting of four target sites, were held 

during the summer of 2020. A similar process of identifying and prioritizing local civil legal needs 

was performed. Attendance was not as robust as the in-person sessions, but key individuals and 

organizations at each site were identified and interested in continued interactions. 

 

The initial follow-up activities to the community listening sessions were to provide each site with a 

summary report of the discussion and outcomes of their session and to schedule online webinars 

conducted by subject matter experts from various legal service providers. In addition, CEIT 

members developed a comprehensive listing of available civil legal resources  in New Mexico that 

was shared with session participants.3 The resource guide is available online on the ATJ website. 

The community listening sessions drew a total 

attendance of 91 individuals, representing a broad 

cross section of organizations and institutions. While 

each community identified distinct issues that they would 

like to address, there were common findings that 

emerged. These findings are grouped into two broad 

categories: (1) public awareness that encompasses basic 

awareness of the legal system structure and processes, 

as well as available civil legal resources and, (2) 

specialized assistance that addresses broader community 

identified needs and supports. Those findings and 

recommendations are contained in the next section. 

 

However, it is incumbent upon the CEIT to formally note 

that at every site there was another common thread – 

 
2 A detailed report for each site can be found in the appendices.  
3 See Appendix 9: Civil Legal Resource Directory  
 
 

SITE DATE ATTENDANCE VENUE 

Taos 10/23/18 9 In person 

Hobbs 10/30/18 9 In person 

T or C 11/16/18 14 In person 

Las Cruces 12/4/18 9 In person 

Taos 2/13/20 3 In person 

Hobbs 2/25/20 14 In person 

Las Cruces 2/26/20 13 In person 

T or C 6/16/21 6 Online 

Silver City 6/23/21 10 Online 

Las Vegas 6/9/21 4 Online 

Shiprock 6/30/21 4 Online 

  Chart 2: Session Dates and Attendance 
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each community identified substance abuse and the lack of available resources to address the issue 

as a crisis within their community, impacting both civil and criminal justice arenas. While the issue 

falls outside the domain of the ATJ Commission, its impact clearly affects many aspects of the JFA 

project. This statewide crisis must be addressed to mitigate its impact on the legal system. 

Prevention and intervention resources must be made available at the community level.   

 

Recognizing that the likelihood of substantive infrastructure investment will not be deployed in the 

near term in communities across the state to assist in this crisis, other strategies should be explored, 

particularly those that build upon existing resources in communities. One promising approach is the 

Drug Market Intervention strategy that has been adopted in over 40 communities across the US. 

The strategy is sanctioned by the U.S. Bureau of Justice Affairs and the National Network for Safe 

Communities has developed community implementation guides.4 The ATJ Commission may want to 

consider providing advocacy on this issue in support of communities across New Mexico.   

 

In July 2020, the CEIT partnered with the New Mexico State Library (NMSL) to help the ATJ 

community provide civil legal resources to New Mexicans, including creating an online ATJ library 

guide, https://libguides.nmstatelibrary.org/accesstojustice , and sharing legal information and 

resources statewide via the public and tribal libraries. Community libraries receive information 

about – and links to – webinars, workshops, court forms, resource guides,  etc. The NMSL has 

offered to co-sponsor trainings for library staff around the state on the use of legal resources. The 

State Library works closely with the New Mexico Supreme Court Law Library so any civil legal 

digital resources initiative could be a collaborative project hosted on both websites with links to t he 

site sent to community libraries statewide. 

 

FINDINGS – PUBLIC AWARENESS 

Public awareness and knowledge of the legal system is extremely varied; however, most 

individuals need support in understanding jurisdictional issues, how to access resources including 

which resources fit their needs and eligibility, how to navigate the legal process, how to interact 

with court staff and how to evaluate potential outcomes.  

 

The ATJ Commission recognizes that the legal system is organized from the perspective of the 

provider and not that of the user. The system simply has barriers that impede user access while 

resources are often not integrated and coordinated in a fashion to build local capacity. 

Recognizing that resources are limited, the CEIT recommends implementing strategies that 

capitalize upon existing strengths and relationships.  

 

Recommendation 1: Partnering with trusted intermediaries 

At each of the listening session sites individuals and organizations offered to assist the ATJ 

Commission in the following ways: 

• offer my opinions and input on JFA efforts 

• assist others in the community in raising their own concerns or views  

• develop more awareness of civil legal needs in my sector 

 
4 Drug Market Intervention - National Network for Safe Communities (NNSC) (nnscommunities.org) 

https://nnscommunities.org/strategies/drug-market-intervention-2/
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• serve as a clearinghouse for information 

• offer space for online access to legal resources by community members 

• host staff trainings 

• host public information seminars 

• help analyze policies that impact my community 

• meet with policymakers and legislators about specific issues, policies, legislation, and/or 

funding. 

 

This is a viable strategy for building public awareness at a community level  and directly assisting 

communities in identifying and prioritizing their local needs. In the process, information sharing 

among trusted intermediaries can help build community-wide referral networks. It can also serve as 

an ongoing source for informing ATJ Commission work. 

 

Recommendation 2: Partnering with the New Mexico State Library 

The NMSL is a great link to libraries across New Mexico. In addition to establishing linkages to 

legal information, the NMSL has also offered to co-sponsor trainings of library staff on legal 

resources.  

 

Recommendation 3: Ongoing communications and messaging 

The ATJ Commission should regularly communicate with the listserv members to update them on 

ongoing efforts, particularly as other teams address issues  such as developing technology solutions 

to guide system users and linking to resources such as trainings offered by the NM State Bar and 

others. In addition, the ATJ Commission should consider using multiple media platforms for 

communications and using established relationships to broadcast/hot link messaging. 

 

FINDINGS – SPECIALIZED ASSISTANCE 

All the sites requested specialized assistance to address the high priority legal issues that they 

identified. The CEIT hosted nine webinars from July of 2020 through September of 2021. The 

presenters were subject matter experts representing 14 different organizations. The legal seminars 

attracted 295 attendees which demonstrates the desire and interest of community organizations to 

build awareness of both civil legal issues and resources available to address them. 

 

Date Topic Presenter Attendance 

7/8/20 
Landlord-Tenant Issues and 
Resources 

Tom Prettyman, NM Legal Aid 17 

9/9/20 Immigration Issues and Resources Zoila Alvarez, ACLU; Maria Coronado, ACLU; Vanessa Gonzalez, NMILC 24 

9/23/20 
Kinship Guardianship Issues and 
Resources 

Sophie Asher, Pegasus; Mariel G. Willow, Pegasus 
32 

10/7/20 
Landlord-Tenant Issues and 
Resources 

Tom Prettyman, NM Legal Aid 
57 

1/19/21 

Housing Assistance seminar Elena Gonzales, Senior Director, Policy & Community Engagement, 
Homewise; Gilbert Ramirez, CABQ Deputy Director for Family & 
Community Services; Justin Rogers, Renters Coalition of Albuquerque; Jess 
Schnedar, Law Student, University of Utah Justice Lab 54 

2/10/21 Foreclosure Webinar Mark Pustay, United South Broadway Fair Lending Center 46 
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Recommendation 4: Specialized training for trusted intermediaries 

The ATJ Commission should continue to offer specific trainings as prioritized by communities as well 

as promoting other trainings offered by legal service providers including legal tele-clinics and 

other potential sources of limited representation.  There is a potential to establish local community 

navigators to assist individuals in accessing and engaging with resources. This could extend beyond 

just legal resources to other areas such as housing, fair lending, etc.  

 

Recommendation 5: Data collection on unmet civil legal needs  

To better understand the level of support and assistance needed by individual communities  the ATJ 

Commission should consider establishing a method of collecting data on unmet civil legal needs.  

Such data collection and analysis are the only way to ensure that the JFA project meets the 

standards of impact measurement, and that data are used to help communities strategize and 

assess what works best for different approaches and interventions. Also, without such data there is 

no way to accurately conduct equity audit studies. 

 

Recommendation 6: Addressing equity and inclusion on the ATJ Commission  

The New Mexico Commission on Access to Justice was established in 2004 by order of the NM 

Supreme Court and “shall be composed of eighteen (18) members representative of the bar, 

judiciary, and legal aid providers.”  

 

The National Center on State Courts developed guidance materials for state efforts to improve 

access to essential civil legal needs. The guidance materials emphasized several priorities that 

impact the way the Commission functions. Among those priority considerations listed in the New 

Mexico strategic plan are the following: 

• Focusing on the system user perspective, and 

• Integrating community members and justice system users into access to justice efforts . 

 

The Commission as currently constituted is entirely comprised of members of the legal prof ession. To 

better reconcile Commission membership with established state priorities and to expand the 

Commissions’ effectiveness and reach, we recommend that the Commission include non -traditional 

civil justice system stakeholders, such as representatives from trusted community organizations  

and service providers that engage with the broader community, as well as justice system users.  The 

relationships already established within the first seven sites provide a recruiting platform for 

identifying potential new commissioners. 

 

Date Topic Presenter Attendance 

5/12/21 
Accessing Public Benefits Available 
to Low-Income New Mexicans 

Teague González, NM Center on Law and Poverty 
30 

6/24/21 
Veterans Benefits Pete Comstock, NM Military Order of the Purple Heart; Lindsay Cutler, 

Veterans Civil Justice Clinic; Nathan DeLeon, Raymond G. Murphy VA 
Medical Center; Anthony Quezada, Veteran's Benefits Administration  23 

9/1/21 
Acceso a Beneficios Publicos 
Disponibles Para Nuevos Mexicanos 
de Bajos Ingresos 

Teague González, NM Center on Law and Poverty 

12 

        Chart 3: Webinar Dates, Topics, Presenters and Attendance 



Summary progress report 

Page 8 

A rubric5 has been created to provide guidance on the Commission membership selection process. 

The intent of the rubric is to: 

• clearly list the attributes, experience, and criteria for membership candidates, 

• establish a standardized approach to ensure equitable results; and, 

• provide a level of transparency to build public trust.  

 

The rubric lists broad categories for assessing candidate qualifications with detailed areas for  

consideration. An individual candidate may not embody every item listed but have considerable 

experience or strengths in one or more area. The overall makeup of the Commission would have the 

expertise to address all the areas listed.  

 

Also included is a suggested process for seeking candidates for Commission membership. The 

process is intended to generate candidates as well as build alliances and strengthen relationships.  

 

Recommendation 7: Staff and related resources to continue community engagement 

It is obvious from the listening sessions that communities are eager and committed to addressing 

civil legal issues within their communities. To continue the engagement with the existing sites and to 

expand to additional sites across New Mexico, which the CEIT recommends, would require, at 

minimum, a full-time dedicated staff position. It is unrealistic to expect that this initiative can be 

effectively implemented on a volunteer basis or as an additional task for existing staff.  

 

Recommendation 8: Establishing a formal administrative structure to support civil legal access 

The CEIT should coordinate with the Broad Self-Help IT to identify or recommend the creation of an 

entity to develop and support legal information initiatives and resources. This entity will need the 

ability to contract for state funding as appropriate, apply for grant funding, and employ support 

staff. 
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5 See Appendix 11: ATJ Commission Member Selection Matrix 
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APPENDIX 6: TAOS REPORT 

FEBRUARY 2020 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Summary progress report 

Page 26 

 



Page 27 

 



Summary progress report 

Page 28 

 

 

 

APPENDIX 7: TRUTH OR CONSEQUENCES REPORT 

JUNE 2021 
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APPENDIX 7: LISTSERV 
 

 

An Excel spreadsheet has been established that contains community contacts for each of the targeted sites. In 

each case attempts were made to identify key trusted intermediaries in a variety of sectors – those 

individuals and organizations that community members interact with to meet their basic needs. The listserv 

contains over 350 entries for the initial seven targeted communities. The file resides within the Administrative 

Office of the Courts. It is estimated that maintenance of the listserv would require an estimated two hours per 

month. If additional sites are added, more time would be required to populate and update the new data 

entries. 

The listserv can also be used in partnership with other legal service providers to inform communities of ongoing 

resources and services that may become available. 
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APPENDIX 10: SAMPLE WEBINAR FLIER 
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Individual nominated 
by community partner 

organization

Vetting by current 
Commission member(s) 

using rubric 

Presentation of results 
from vetting to the entire 
Commission; approval to 

send nomination to 
Supreme Court/State Bar

Appoinment by 
Supreme Court/State 

Bar

APPENDIX 11: ATJ COMMISSION MEMBER SELECTION MATRIX 

 

Candidate 
alignment and 
experience with 
the stated mission 
and goals: 

Mission: 

▪ provide every New Mexican, 
regardless of income level, with 
Access to Justice under our 
system of civil law 

Goals: 

▪ expanding resources for civil legal assistance to 
New Mexicans living in poverty 

▪ increasing public awareness of the need for civil 
legal assistance 

▪ encouraging more pro bono work by attorneys 

Candidate’s 
capacity to 
contribute: 

Commitment to participate in: 

▪ regularly scheduled meetings 
(online and/or in person) 

 
Engages in any of the 
following: 

▪ activities, special events, and 
community trainings (see box at 
right) 

▪ advocacy efforts for policy and 
systems change  

Activities: 

▪ Engage the broader community to help people 
access assistance with essential legal needs 

▪ Increase understanding of which commonly 
occurring problems in the lives of low- and 
modest-income New Mexicans can be addressed 
in the civil justice system 

▪ Make these households aware of the resources 
that are now in place to assist them 

▪ Create new non-attorney resources to assist these 
households 

▪ Promote efficient use of attorney resources by:                                                             
- Expanding support for attorneys who   volunteer 
to assist these households;  
- Increasing resources for, and improving 

   collaboration between, civil legal providers;  
   - Focusing attorney assistance on legal problems 

that have the most negative impact on the lives of 
low- and modest-income households 

▪ Expanding current efforts to make the courts 
more accessible and “user-friendly.” 

Candidate 
contributes to 
stakeholder 
equity: 

Geographically: 

▪ Judicial district 

▪ Urban/rural/tribal 

▪ Community sector (education, 
non-profit, health care, etc.) 

Demographically: 

▪ Gender/Sexual Orientation 

▪ Race/Ethnicity 

▪ System provider/user 
 

 

One option for seeking nominees for the Commission would be to have (or recruit) community partner 

organizations that address these issues nominate potential candidates. This ensures that candidates have 

the interest and experience in dealing with various aspects of these issues and understand the community 

context that impacts strategies and approaches. It also integrates the work of others in addressing these 

issues with the mission and goals of the Access to Justice Project. A candidate need not have a legal 

background to provide expertise and guidance in dealing with these issues. 

 

 



Civil Legal Services
DFA and LFC Recommended FY 2022-2023 Budgets

1/12/22

 Amount 
$3,621,400

HB2 $2,715,500
SB 377 "For civil legal services contracts" $422,600
SB 377 "For foreclosure defense" $148,800

$300,000

$34,500

$1,600,000
$1,600,000

$5,221,400

 Amount 
$3,150,000

HB2 $2,715,500

$400,000

$34,500

$1,600,000
Filing fees to be collected and spent in FY 23 $1,600,000

$4,750,000

Other State Funds

Total as per LFC "Appropriation Recommendation", p. 80

FY2023 LFC Recommended Budget
Component

Appropriations from General Fund
Recurring from FY22

Recommended increased recurring appropriation, as per LFC 
"Appropriation Recommendations", text at top of page 78
Required to reach recommended total in LFC "Appropriation 
Recommendations", p. 80

Required to reach recommended total in LFC "Appropriation 
Recommendations", p. 80

Other State Funds
Filing fees to be collected and spent in FY 23

Total as per LFC "Appropriation Recommendations", p. 80

All amounts shown are are from LFC's FY 2022-2023 "Appropriation Recommendations"

FY2023 DFA Recommended Budget
Component

Appropriations from General Fund
Recurring from FY22 as determined by DFA

Recommended increased recurring appropriation (Replaces $300,000 
draw from the Civil Legal Services Fund in FY 22)



Eviction Prevention and Diversion 
Program

ATJ Commission 
January 14, 2022



Program Overview

Created by Supreme Court Order 22-8500-001

Developed with stakeholders who represent both landlords and tenants

Funded by federal rental assistance money in cooperation with DFA

Goal is to assist parties non-payment of rent cases in accessing rental assistance 
money and developing agreements to preserve tenancy if possible

Contractor Winter Torres to manage program



Program overview

Two tracks:

A. cases where a stay is in place
 Landlords must file a post-judgment application for writ

B. new non-payment of rent cases



Program Overview

Parties must agree to participate in the program at the initial 
trial/hearing in the case

Two-tier approach:
1. navigator services- assist parties in applying for rental assistance if 
necessary and identify other resources to assist parties
2. settlement facilitation- help parties develop an agreement to preserve the 
tenancy if possible



Program timeline

Program begins in the 9th Judicial District on February 1

Statewide in March
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