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ACCESS TO JUSTICE

Peter H. Johnstone (July 13, 1946 - July 6,
2013) was a dedicated attorney and a pioneer
in supporting access to justice. Mr. Johnstone
was born in Ohio but lived in New Mexico
from 1955 until his death in 2013.  He was an
avid Lobo fan, and after graduating from the
New Mexico Military Institute, he obtained
both a bachelor's degree and a law degree
from UNM. His work was recognized by the
State Bar in 1991 with an Outstanding
Lawyer Award, and in 2013, UNM Law School
awarded him, posthumously, an Outstanding
Achievement Award. 
As an attorney, he advocated for the best
interest of children in custody cases, strongly
supported access to justice for those with
limited financial resources, and encouraged
collaborative work whenever possible to limit
protracted litigation.  His work set an example
for his colleagues, including his daughter,
attorney Meredith Johnstone, and has
informed continued access to justice efforts
in New Mexico. 
Most notable is the Peter H. Johnstone
Settlement Day. After a hiatus during the
COVID-19 pandemic, Peter H. Johnstone
Settlement Day will return in 2024. 

DNA was formed in 1967 to provide free
legal aid to people with low incomes in
remote areas and tribal nations in New
Mexico, Arizona, and Utah.  It is dedicated to
promoting tribal sovereignty and legal reform,
providing community education, and
advocating for greater access to justice for
indigenous and indigent communities in the
Four Corners.
DNA provides legal services on a wide array
of issues to people living in poverty on the
Navajo, Hopi, and Jicarilla Apache
Reservations, as well as in Northern Arizona,
Northwest New Mexico, and Southern Utah.
DNA seeks to protect the livelihood, safety,
and rights of these populations, and protect
against abuse and exploitation. DNA is
dedicated to fostering tribal principles of law
and culture, such as Navajo’s principle of K’é,
or kinship, the philosophy that strength lies in
solidarity, compassion, harmonious
relationships, and notions of equity.
One such service is a low-income taxpayer
clinic, for which DNA receives funding from
the IRS and the American Bar Association. 
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January’s spotlight is on DNA
People’s Legal Services
(DNA).   DNA is an acronym
for the Navajo phrase 

Diné  be’iiná Náhiiłna be Agha’diit’ahii,
which means “Attorneys Who Work for
the Revitalization of The People.” 



The NM Commission on Access to Justice (ATJ) is an independent, statewide
body dedicated to expanding and improving civil legal assistance in the state.  

Clinic participants may come to DNA not
knowing how they are going to feed their
families, how to navigate their taxpayer
rights and responsibilities, or communicate
with the IRS. Some have fallen victim to
predatory tax preparers, leaving them
without their refund, and for many, the task
of navigating tax issues is simply too
overwhelming. The DNA attorney can help
the family receive the child tax credit,
untangle returns prepared by predatory tax
preparers, or talk to the IRS. Even if it means
driving two hours to Phoenix, the attorney
can make sure documents are properly
submitted. 

DNA’s team, some of whom have been there
for 30+ years, consists of approximately 25
attorneys and 30 administrative staff, as well
as law clerks and interns. DNA has six
offices on or near tribal land in Farmington,
NM; Window Rock, AZ (capital of Navajo
Nation); Flagstaff, AZ; Chinle, AZ; Tuba City,
AZ; and next door to the Hopi Tribal Court
in Keams Canyon, AZ. 

In the Works: Upcoming DNA educational
events and clinics to include legal issues
such as owner-resident relations and
family/domestic relations, with advice for
effective dispute resolution and advocacy.

Get Involved: DNA is recruiting staff and
seeking community partnerships to
strengthen its ability to provide effective
legal services.  It is looking for two dedicated
attorneys to join the Farmington team and
has other positions throughout the agency.
DNA is also looking for community partners
and volunteers (attorneys, advocates, social
workers,

Settlement Day provides an avenue for
parties to participate in a day dedicated to
resolving outstanding issues through
mediation or accessing legal advice if they are
not ready for mediation. For this event, the
court, civil legal service providers, and
attorneys in the community come together to
settle as many cases as they can. Settlement
Day opens the door for families to reach a
prompt resolution, and this case triage
typically leads to an overall caseload
reduction for the courts.  Historically, 75% of
the participating cases settle entirely, and
another 11% reach partial settlement. 

Peter H. Johnstone Settlement Day will
occur at the Second Judicial Court on April
13, 2024. Don’t miss your chance to be a part
of this exciting re-launch. Contact Nedia
Isabella (Bella) Zayani at
nediaz@nmlegalaid.org or (505) 437-5970 to
volunteer and participate.
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ATJ COMMISSION 
2024 

MEETING SCHEDULE 
Please pre-register for in-person

attendance
March 28, 2024

June 7, 2024/Retreat
September 13, 2024
December 6, 2024

Questions, submissions, and
requests for accommodations can be

sent to Tesha and Twila at
atj@nmcourts.gov
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 businesses, and anyone who shares DNA’s
mission) to collaborate and together
strengthen our communities’ access to
justice. 

Contact Annie Woods at
awoods@dnalegalservices.org if you are
interested in partnering or working with
DNA.  
Visit DNA at www.dnalegalservices.org
Facebook:
https://www.facebook.com/dnapeoplesleg
alservices/
Instagram: @dnapeopleslegal
Linkedin:
https://www.linkedin.com/company/dna-
people's-legal-services-inc./

UPCOMING EVENTS
New Mexico Legal Aid

Volunteer Attorney Program
Statewide Teleclinics

May 16, 2024
September 19, 2024
November 21, 2024
1:00 PM - 4:00 PM

For more information, please call 
1-877-266-9861 or email

legalclinics@nmlegalaid.org

Free Family Law Legal Fair
February 9, 2024, from noon to 4 pm

Grants District Courthouse
First Come First Served

For more information, please call 
1-877-266-9861 or email

legalclinics@nmlegalaid.org

SBNM Bankruptcy Virtual Workshop
Each month, on the 4th Wednesday, 

from 6:00 PM - 8:00 PM
To register, call 505-797-6094

For more information, call 505-797-6000

SBNM Divorce Virtual Workshop
Each month, on the 1st Wednesday, 

from 6:00 PM - 8:00 PM
To register, call 505-797-6094

For more information, call 505-797-6000

Legal Resources for the Elderly Program
(LREP) Virtual Workshop

Each month, on the 2nd Tuesday, 
beginning at 11:00 AM

To register, call 505-797-6006 or 
1-800-876-6657

NMILC Wednesday Workshop
Each month, on the 3rd Wednesday, 

the NM Immigrant Law Center hosts a walk-in
workshop focused on DACA and Green Cards. 

visit: https://www.nmilc.org/daca

Bernalillo County Metropolitan Court
Each month, on the 2nd Friday, Metro holds

Teleclinics.  To participate, parties can call the
Self-Help Office at 505-841-9817

Want to highlight your civil legal service
program?  A pro bono event?  ATJ efforts in

your district? Tell us about it!  
atj@nmcourts.gov   
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ANNOUNCEMENTS
New Mexico Judiciary’s Rural Justice Initiative is
live and accepting applications. For additional
information about the Initiative’s 2-year clerkships
please visit the Rural Justice Initiative website and
the article by KRQE. Watch this space for
additional information and updates.

Expanding
and improving
civil legal
assistance for
New Mexicans
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