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OF 

ACCESS TO
JUSTICE

April’s spotlight is on the Native American Disability
Law Center (NADLC). Initially founded in 1994 as
part of DNA – People’s Legal Services, NADLC was
then established as a separate non-profit entity in
2005. NADLC is a designated organization within the
Protection and Advocacy (P&A) system and is
dedicated to protecting and advancing the rights of
Native Americans with disabilities in the Four Corners
area of New Mexico. NADLC addresses the legal
needs of Native Americans with disabilities in the
Four Corners region while recognizing the
population's unique cultural and geographical needs. 
NADLC serves the region by providing legal
representation, advocacy, referrals, and educational
resources. Assisting seniors and individuals with
disabilities to access programs responsible for
providing healthcare, food, and energy is a priority as
is advocating for access to vocational rehabilitation
services. Further, NADLC works diligently to promote
the rights of Native American children with
disabilities in the public school and Bureau of Indian
Education systems. Another key priority is addressing
systemic issues, such as voter rights, building
accessibility, and ensuring individuals with disabilities
in tribal detention centers and group homes are
treated with dignity and respect. 
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Statewide Foreclosure 
Settlement Program

Want to highlight your civil legal service program?  A pro bono event?  ATJ efforts in
your district? Tell us about it!  atj@nmcourts.gov   

CIVIL LEGAL SERVICESCIVIL LEGAL SERVICES

The Statewide Court-Ordered Foreclosure
Settlement Program (FSP) provides a uniform yet
flexible approach to resolving residential mortgage
foreclosure cases throughout our state. The
facilitation services provided by FSP are provided at
no cost to the parties through the generous support
of the New Mexico Legislature. The Legislature has
provided funding for FSP through the New Mexico
Regulation and Licensing Department (NMRLD)
mortgage regulatory fund. This support is greatly
appreciated and significantly benefits New Mexican
families and communities. Ultimately, settlement of
residential foreclosure cases benefits the parties, the
court, and the communities in which these homes
are located. The FSP settlement facilitators, who are
court employees with subject matter expertise in
residential mortgage foreclosure cases, ensure
transparency and meaningful participation
throughout the case. 
Through the FSP facilitators' subject matter
knowledge and experience in settling residential
foreclosure cases, the FSP can bring the parties
together through telephonic status conferences and
in-person settlement facilitation to resolve the
residential foreclosure case. The paths toward
settlement of residential mortgage loan foreclosures
largely depend on the federal rules and regulations  



governing each specific mortgage loan and each
homeowner’s personal and financial situation. 
Eligibility: A foreclosure case can be referred to the
FSP when a Plaintiff seeks foreclosure on a residential
mortgage loan for a dwelling with four or fewer units if
the owner lived in one of the units when the mortgage
originated.

Operational Provisions: Participating judicial districts
enter into a Memorandum of Understanding (MOU)
with the Second Judicial District Court for FSP
services, followed by filing an Administrative Order
authorizing the referral of eligible cases to the FSP.
Currently, the FSP provides services outside the
Second Judicial District in a couple of ways. For
example, the SJDC’s FSP initially entered into an MOU
to provide services in the Third Judicial District in
2022, where the FSP works with a Third Judicial
District Court administrative staff member. Staff
performs the administrative support duties within that
district in collaboration with the FSP Attorney
Supervisor. The FSP also provides attorney settlement
facilitators to the Third Judicial District. With respect
to those districts that do not already have a
foreclosure mediation program, the FSP provides the
support staff, the attorney settlement facilitators, and
oversight of the processes and procedures from
beginning to end. 

Process: The FSP Attorney Supervisor regularly
creates a report to identify residential mortgage
foreclosure cases to refer to the FSP and then files a
Notice of Referral to FSP for eligible cases. This Notice
of Referral: (1) stays the case; (2) sets a deadline for
the defendant/homeowners or heirs to watch an
informational video and complete a confidential
homeowner information form; (3) provides information
about deadlines, obligations of the parties, and the
expectation of good faith participation; and (4)
provides a list of resources for housing counseling and
legal services. If the defendant/homeowner completes
the requirements, they will remain in the program
where they can negotiate a potential settlement
depending upon their desire to keep or exit the home,
the options available under their specific loan, and
their unique financial circumstances. Please refer to
the FSP Flowchart on page 3 for an overview of the
FSP process.

Champions continued from page 1 Spotlight continued from page 1 

NADLC advocacy work is paired with education and
community empowerment. NADLC promotes self-
advocacy, expands community knowledge about
rights, and increases access to resources. These
education efforts, along with representing
individuals experiencing discrimination in housing
and employment, representing Native American
children in child welfare and educational matters,
facilitating community integration, and
strengthening the community and the individual, are
priorities of NADLC. 

NADLC is also a part of the National Disability
Rights Network (NDRN), and in partnership, they
raise awareness of both programs to provide
individualized services and advocate for systemic
change, housing, inclusion, and accessibility. NADLC
is a non-profit entity devoted solely to protecting
the legal rights of Native Americans with disabilities.
To learn more about their work, history, and
activities and how you can contribute to their
efforts, visit their website and online donation
portal.  https://www.nativedisabilitylaw.org/donate.
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ATJ COMMISSION 
2024 

MEETING SCHEDULE 
Please pre-register for in-person attendance

June 7, 2024/Retreat
September 13, 2024
December 6, 2024

The NM Commission on Access to Justice (ATJ) is an independent, statewide
body dedicated to expanding and improving civil legal assistance in the state.  

Expanding
and improving
civil legal
assistance for
New Mexicans

Questions, submissions, and requests
for accommodations can be sent to

Tesha and Twila at atj@nmcourts.gov

https://nativedisabilitylaw.org/


New Mexico Immigrant Law Center
CALL FOR PRO BONO ATTORNEYS

NMILC Pro Bono Clinic for 
SIJS State Predicate Orders

April 26, 2024
11:00 AM - 1:00 PM

Modrall Sperling Law Office

SBNM Bankruptcy Virtual Workshop
Each month, on the 4th Wednesday, 

from 6:00 PM - 8:00 PM
To register, call 505-797-6094

For more information, call 505-797-6000

SBNM Divorce Virtual Workshop
Each month, on the 1st Wednesday, 

from 6:00 PM - 8:00 PM
To register, call 505-797-6094

For more information, call 505-797-6000

Legal Resources for the Elderly Program (LREP)
Virtual Workshop

Each month, on the 2nd Tuesday, 
beginning at 11:00 AM

To register, call 505-797-6006 or 
1-800-876-6657

NMILC Wednesday Workshop
Each month, on the 3rd Wednesday, 

the NM Immigrant Law Center hosts a walk-in
workshop focused on DACA and Green Cards. 

visit: https://www.nmilc.org/daca

Bernalillo County Metropolitan Court
Each month, on the 2nd Friday, Metro holds Teleclinics.

To participate, parties can call the Self-Help Office at
505-841-9817

 
Raising the Volume: State Bar of New Mexico 
Volunteers Needed for the Third Judicial Districts

Settlement Day June 7, 2024 contact Nia Rucker at
abogada.nia@gmail.com

Young Lawyers Division: Volunteers Needed for:
 2024 Ask-A-Lawyer Call-In Day ( May 4, 2024) and

Isleta Pueblo Wills for Heroes (May 11, 2024)
for information contact Laura Unklesbay at

(lmu@modrall.com)

UPCOMING EVENTSExpansion: After receiving guidance to continue its
expansion, the FSP developed forms and
procedures that could be utilized in every judicial
district throughout the state. The FSP also
collaborated with the Judicial Information Division
in the AOC to configure Odyssey and filing access
to ensure the FSP could operate the Program in all
districts. The FSP developed an orderly expansion
plan to start with districts that were not engaged in
any formal foreclosure mediation program.
The FSP has successfully expanded foreclosure
settlement facilitation services to the following
districts:
District                                 Expansion Date
3rd Judicial District             7/20/2022
12th Judicial District           9/15/2023
6th Judicial District             10/15/2023
7th Judicial District             10/30/2023
9th Judicial District             11/3/2023
8th Judicial District             11/27/2023
5th Judicial District             12/19/2023
The FSP website contains more detailed
information about the Program and can be found at:
https://seconddistrict.nmcourts.gov/services-
programs/foreclosure-settlement-program/, or you
can contact the FSP program at (505) 841-7626. 
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www.accesstojustice.nmcourts.gov

https://www.nmilc.org/daca
https://www.nmilc.org/daca
https://metro.nmcourts.gov/bernalillo-county-metropolitan-court/self-help/self-help-center/
https://7oeshpbab.cc.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001tTtSuZqrslWzkUxKUpyWrHY7u_tcqB7s5tj-SLDdRkrRkxjAyJNWXZpW-tPuVKqywlXjI-yrdPVPAlLgDtG9U-RHqvhCNWPJbmePTEnDIYzNLqoT-prGvxAkRlnjFlRP30w41Pe7UjiDvgxUyeC79GlviGerkd8GN1I0IK3Pe1rRD-5Lx-qiykRKR-IuoEn9vyU_8e0la78HcgnMq2iyvwqdJBZ5uHl3cUChrqT4AjGIRYGF3rBJvD8VzerEDlrXRmNZunuthWDQgrcwPTQVfPvGIgSVHM5H&c=tvEmNU7TmkWGQqDPu1FVy7NUnBdToH1Opuq2v311ZGRtOVjP_BUe8w==&ch=BdhS1CTS8ee7gN49rhoeAe9Yx77PHwE0mhXESQTtaLaZc5QhgxG9jA==
https://7oeshpbab.cc.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001tTtSuZqrslWzkUxKUpyWrHY7u_tcqB7s5tj-SLDdRkrRkxjAyJNWXZpW-tPuVKqywlXjI-yrdPVPAlLgDtG9U-RHqvhCNWPJbmePTEnDIYzNLqoT-prGvxAkRlnjFlRP30w41Pe7UjiDvgxUyeC79GlviGerkd8GN1I0IK3Pe1rRD-5Lx-qiykRKR-IuoEn9vyU_8e0la78HcgnMq2iyvwqdJBZ5uHl3cUChrqT4AjGIRYGF3rBJvD8VzerEDlrXRmNZunuthWDQgrcwPTQVfPvGIgSVHM5H&c=tvEmNU7TmkWGQqDPu1FVy7NUnBdToH1Opuq2v311ZGRtOVjP_BUe8w==&ch=BdhS1CTS8ee7gN49rhoeAe9Yx77PHwE0mhXESQTtaLaZc5QhgxG9jA==
https://7oeshpbab.cc.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001tTtSuZqrslWzkUxKUpyWrHY7u_tcqB7s5tj-SLDdRkrRkxjAyJNWXZpW-tPuVKqywlXjI-yrdPVPAlLgDtG9U-RHqvhCNWPJbmePTEnDIYzNLqoT-prGvxAkRlnjFlRP30w41Pe7UjiDvgxUyeC79GlviGerkd8GN1I0IK3Pe1rRD-5Lx-qiykRKR-IuoEn9vyU_8e0la78HcgnMq2iyvwqdJBZ5uHl3cUChrqT4AjGIRYGF3rBJvD8VzerEDlrXRmNZunuthWDQgrcwPTQVfPvGIgSVHM5H&c=tvEmNU7TmkWGQqDPu1FVy7NUnBdToH1Opuq2v311ZGRtOVjP_BUe8w==&ch=BdhS1CTS8ee7gN49rhoeAe9Yx77PHwE0mhXESQTtaLaZc5QhgxG9jA==
https://7oeshpbab.cc.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001tTtSuZqrslWzkUxKUpyWrHY7u_tcqB7s5tj-SLDdRkrRkxjAyJNWXfTSS6u5SrEJ6yBiYWrJNlKyoRAtnq8TgmNy5pJQ3Ebz-_RYrruFMODwvycreXzzJgYokqyzrjTNicTyhvoNaJpVAF3cYruNJ5kwd_-YzvsZPBCbBoaNxxiX8LAbjG2mKo-sR0QjVTSssi3ImjCGMpFa1pJ5ZHPwsSbs_AwUQZcamSLwC2ZYoNkFESseV7t5eJ6uCk_ftIUKlXTiAI1BtKUMtg69GbwOnldH8JDrSG67zgKXnq01h49XZ6aqGPmlG3V24G-nOLIw&c=tvEmNU7TmkWGQqDPu1FVy7NUnBdToH1Opuq2v311ZGRtOVjP_BUe8w==&ch=BdhS1CTS8ee7gN49rhoeAe9Yx77PHwE0mhXESQTtaLaZc5QhgxG9jA==
https://seconddistrict.nmcourts.gov/services-programs/foreclosure-settlement-program/
https://seconddistrict.nmcourts.gov/services-programs/foreclosure-settlement-program/
https://accesstojustice.nmcourts.gov/about/nmsc-access-to-justice-commission/

