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June’s Spotlight is on Catholic Charities of the
Archdiocese of Santa Fe. Since its formation in
1945, Catholic Charities has been providing a
variety of services to New Mexicans in need. In
1979, the Department of Justice first recognized
Catholic Charities of the Archdiocese of Santa Fe
to practice immigration law. 
Today, Catholic Charities serves marginalized and
low-income populations regardless of race,
religion, country of origin, disabilities, gender, age,
or sexual orientation, including providing direct
legal assistance. 
The agency is made up of multiple centers that
serve across the central New Mexico region,
including Albuquerque and Santa Fe areas. These
include the Center for Housing and Self-
Sufficiency, Adult Education, Center for
Community Involvement, Children’s Learning
Center, Refugee Support Center, and the Center
for Immigration and Citizenship Legal Assistance.
The Center for Immigration and Citizenship Legal
Assistance (CICLA) is proud to be recognized for
the last 45 years by the Department of Justice as
a trusted provider of low-cost immigration
services across central New Mexico. Their
dedicated team of attorneys and Department of
Justice accredited representatives work tirelessly
to ensure that clients receive high-quality legal
services at an affordable price. The goal is to help
individuals and families navigate the complexities
of the U.S. immigration system without the
financial burden of hiring a private attorney. 
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SELF-HELP CENTERS
and JUDICIAL STAFF

Want to highlight your civil legal service program?  A pro bono event?  ATJ efforts in
your district? Tell us about it!  atj@nmcourts.gov   

CIVIL LEGAL SERVICESCIVIL LEGAL SERVICES

For many New Mexicans, hiring an attorney is beyond
their means, and accessing free or low-cost legal
assistance is not possible despite the dedication of
New Mexico’s Civil Legal Service Providers.  Each
year, thousands of people represent themselves in
New Mexico’s courts, and for many who seek
information, the court self-help center locations
statewide are an incredible resource. 

These court-based centers are limited to providing
legal information, but they still make a difference. This
month, as a group, we recognize, as Champions of
Access to Justice, the hard-working judicial staff
around the state who assist so many New Mexicans
through the self-help centers and scribing. While too
numerous to name individually, the efforts of judicial
staff are appreciated and important to New Mexico’s
efforts to provide access to justice.
Currently, seven (7) self-help programs are located in
thirteen judicial districts, with the Second Judicial
District encompassing two with both a District Court
and a Metropolitan Court center. These official self-
help centers are a resource for self-represented
litigants and help fill the justice gap not just for those
in their districts but for anyone seeking assistance
across the state. Each court website will have more
information about the services offered in that district,
and the Access to Justice website maintains a list of
self-help center contacts.

ONE YEAR ANNIVERSARY EDITION 

https://www.ccasfnm.org/
https://accesstojustice.nmcourts.gov/wp-content/uploads/sites/32/2023/11/Statewide-Court-Self-Help-Contacts-12-13-22-1.pdf


The NM Commission on Access to Justice (ATJ) is an independent, statewide
body dedicated to expanding and improving civil legal assistance in the state.  

Spotlight continued from page 1 

The Immigration Center at Catholic Charities is
committed to providing high-quality legal
representation to individuals and families in various
immigration matters. Their experienced legal staff
works diligently to ensure that their clients receive
the support and guidance they need to navigate the
complex and often challenging U.S. immigration
system. At CICLA, they believe that everyone
deserves equal access to justice and are committed
to advocating for the rights of immigrants and
refugees in the community. 

Services provided include, but are not limited to,
Consular Processing, DACA renewals, permanent
residence applications/renewals, and naturalization
proceedings. CICLA in Albuquerque also collaborates
with other civil legal service providers, participates in
legal clinics, assists in resource identification and
access, and supports education opportunities.

For more information about the work undertaken by
Catholic Charities, get involved, see how you can
assist, or otherwise contribute please contact their
office at info@ccasfnm.org or visit their website at
https://www.ccasfnm.org/. 

Judicial staff members providing this assistance have
to proceed carefully so that they can help the self-
represented person without giving legal advice. The
judiciary recognizes that access to justice is denied if
New Mexicans do not know how to use the system
and no one can tell them how to access it. Judiciary
staff have to remain neutral and impartial, cannot
promote or recommend a particular course of action,
and must treat all inquiries the same. Information the
staff may provide includes public information from
dockets and other reports, common court rules, court
procedures, administrative practices, local rules, forms,
and directions for where to find statutes and obtain
court rules.

As of June 1, 2024, pursuant to Supreme Court Order
NO. S-1-AO-2024-00009, the scribing program, was
implemented for all state courts for any self-
represented litigants. The scribing program allows
court staff to assist self-represented litigants with
filling out Supreme Court-approved forms by reading
the forms and filling in the blanks in the litigants’ exact
words. Rule 23-113 NMRA, as submitted by the ATJ
Rules & Forms workgroup, was amended to clarify the
permissible assistance court staff could provide. The
AOC’s Statewide ADA Title II Coordinator has
provided courts statewide with training and support
for the staff providing scribing services.  If you want to
view a training and information video, please see the
Scribing Services Explainer Video at
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=6V06hF75jwo
Please keep in mind that while the scribe can read the
form to you, write down your answers on the form,
read your answers back to you, and help you
understand the form, a scribe cannot give legal advice
or tell you what you should do or say. Court staff, in
addition to providing scribing services, can provide
information to all court customers inquiring about
where to locate forms and provide information about
self-help resources their court may provide. If you
need assistance filling out court forms, please contact
your nearest court and schedule an appointment to
receive help with scribing. If needed, an interpreter
can help with the scribing process. 

ONE-YEAR ANNIVERSARY EDITION AND 
AN UPDATE

As we look back on the last year, we wanted to take
a moment to thank our readers and contributors for
a great first year for the Access to Justice
Newsletter. This edition is our thirteenth issue, and
it's been an informative year, to say the least. As we
move into year two of the newsletter, we wanted to
provide an update on our future publication
schedule. After this issue, we will move toward a
new publishing schedule where we publish every
other month, with the projected issue dates
occurring in July, September, November, January,
March, and May.  For those months that we do not
publish an official newsletter, we will send out an
email listing upcoming events and time-sensitive
updates, so please continue to send in your event
announcements. By migrating to a bimonthly
publication schedule, we hope to provide additional
content and provide a greater opportunity for
submissions. Thank you again for your assistance
and we look forward to the upcoming year.
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https://www.ccasfnm.org/
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Know Your Rights Workshop
Legal Workshop: Octavia Fellin Public Library

115 West Hill Ave, Gallup, NM 87301
1:30 PM - 3:30 PM

July 13, 2024
For more information, call 1-833-545-4357

Legal Fair: Taos County Courthouse 
July 19, 2024  9:00 AM - 4:00 PM

SBNM Bankruptcy Virtual Workshop
Each month, on the 4th Wednesday, 

from 6:00 PM - 8:00 PM
To register, call 505-797-6094

For more information, call 505-797-6000

SBNM Divorce Virtual Workshop
Each month, on the 1st Wednesday, 

from 6:00 PM - 8:00 PM
To register, call 505-797-6094

For more information, call 505-797-6000

Legal Resources for the Elderly Program (LREP)
Virtual Workshop

Each month, on the 2nd Tuesday, 
beginning at 11:00 AM

To register, call 505-797-6006 or 
1-800-876-6657

NMILC Wednesday Workshop
Each month, on the 3rd Wednesday, 

the NM Immigrant Law Center hosts a walk-in
workshop focused on DACA and Green Cards. 

visit: https://www.nmilc.org/daca

Bernalillo County Metropolitan Court
Each month, on the 2nd Friday, Metro holds Teleclinics.

To participate, parties can call the Self-Help Office at
505-841-9817 

Expanding
and improving
civil legal
assistance for
New Mexicans

Questions, submissions, and requests
for accommodations can be sent to

Tesha and Twila at atj@nmcourts.gov

UPCOMING EVENTS

www.accesstojustice.nmcourts.gov

Application for Legal Aid Consultation
at Eighth Judicial District Court's Legal
Fair on July 19, 2024 or Call (575)
758-3173 ext 604 for information

ATJ COMMISSION 
2024 

MEETING SCHEDULE 
September 13, 2024
December 6, 2024

A YEAR’S REVIEW WITH 

Gentle Readers, one year ago, we launched our
inaugural issue with a spotlight on the Modest Means
Helpline, which opened in October of 2022. Created
by the combined efforts of the Access to Justice
Commission, the State Bar of New Mexico, and the
Administrative Office of the Courts through the
generous funding of the New Mexico State
Legislature, the MMH provides advice and legal
services to callers so that those New Mexicans unable
to utilize other services due to conflicts, income level
or citizenship status, can be provided services. When
we last spoke, MMH had two attorneys who could
provide legal advice over the phone or refer cases to
pro bono attorneys as possible for limited legal advice
or full representation. By the end of June 2023, MMH
had helped over 2,500 people with referrals from the
majority of the state. 
By the end of May this year, MMH had handled over
15,000 calls and assisted over 6,331 New Mexicans
representing all 33 counties! With a focus on people
of modest means (up to 500% of the Federal Poverty
Level (FPL)), MMH is providing a resource for roughly
75% of New Mexicans, and while the team at MMH
sees legal matters ranging from A to Z, the lion's share
of calls center on Domestic Relations and cases
impacting housing and financial stability. As of May
2024, MMH is staffed by the Program Director, 3.75
staff attorneys, an administrative coordinator, a legal
assistant/intake, and one intake coordinator. With the
increase in staffing, Modest Means has been able to
staff phone lines Monday through Friday from 8:00
a.m. to 4:00 p.m., providing not only legal advice and
brief service but also helping connect New Mexicans
with other beneficial programs, including referrals for
pro bono services and notifying New Mexicans about
upcoming events and resources. For more information
visit the MMH website or call 505-797-6013 or 888-
857-9935.

https://www.nmilc.org/daca
https://www.nmilc.org/daca
https://metro.nmcourts.gov/bernalillo-county-metropolitan-court/self-help/self-help-center/
https://accesstojustice.nmcourts.gov/about/nmsc-access-to-justice-commission/
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/1TUg-coiuuzXtY8-ptDeAR7j1Lk8OpbLTVWdXc227Qu4/viewform?pli=1&pli=1&edit_requested=true
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/1TUg-coiuuzXtY8-ptDeAR7j1Lk8OpbLTVWdXc227Qu4/viewform?pli=1&pli=1&edit_requested=true
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/1TUg-coiuuzXtY8-ptDeAR7j1Lk8OpbLTVWdXc227Qu4/viewform?pli=1&pli=1&edit_requested=true

