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Background

In April 2025 the Internet Portal Stakeholder Working Group submitted a Report on Building
a New Mexico Internet Portal to Expand Access to Justice intended to serve as a blueprint
for the establishment and implementation of an internet portal accessible to every New
Mexican to help users with civil legal issues. The Access to Justice Commission
subsequently approved transmittal of the report to the New Mexico Supreme Court for their
consideration.

A Tribal Interface Team, a subgroup of the Stakeholder Working Group, was established to
identify potential strategies, issues and needs for integrating online tribal court information
into the proposed portal. The team conducted an initial survey of online resources that
purported to contain information on tribal courts in New Mexico but found all of them
lacking — many with broken links. It was determined that a more thorough survey would
need to be conducted to better assess the current status of each of the 23 tribes in New
Mexico. The survey was conducted shortly after the main report was submitted and the
results are now available.

The McCune Charitable Foundation (a member of which serves on the Stakeholder
Working Group) awarded a contract to perform a tribe-by-tribe needs assessment of all
New Mexico tribes to determine the existence of 1) a codified statement of tribal law, 2)
rules of procedure for its tribunal(s), 3) the availability of assistance for persons appearing
in tribal proceedings, 4) court contact information and 5) the existence of these resources
in a digitized form. While the survey shows that most tribes have tribal courts, it should be
noted that tribes also employ traditional methods for addressing conflict, either in addition
to orin lieu of a tribal court.

Following are the results of that survey for each tribe. The data includes current links to
specific information as of the date of this report. The survey did not distinguish between
tribal code information pertaining to civil and criminal matters. Each tribe maintains its
own court website and the information contained therein so we cannot ensure that this
information will remain current as presented. It should be emphasized that each tribe will
determine if they want to integrate their information into the portal.

If the New Mexico Supreme Court approves establishment of an internet portal, the
governance structure that is established would work with integrating willing New Mexico
tribes into the portal structure. It is anticipated that it would occur in phases depending on
the readiness and capacity of each individual tribe.



PUEBLO OF ACOMA

Tribal Court: Acoma Tribal Court | Pueblo of Acoma

Tribal Code: Pueblo of Acoma Law And Order Code | Pueblo of Acoma

Rules Of Procedure: https://www.puebloofacoma.org/departments/acoma-tribal-court/
Forms: Acoma Tribal Court | Pueblo of Acoma

Contact Info: Acoma Tribal Court | Pueblo of Acoma

Judge: Hon. Tammi Lambert; Hon. Vincent Knight

PUEBLO OF COCHITI

They have a traditional process to adjudicate issues so their Governor, Joseph B. Herrera,
serves as judge.

FORT SILL APACHE TRIBE
No court in New Mexico

PUEBLO OF ISLETA

Tribal Court: Tribal Court - Isleta Pueblo

Tribal Code: POl Laws - Isleta Pueblo

Rules Of Procedure: Tribal Courtroom Procedures & Rules - Isleta Pueblo

Forms: Pueblo of Isleta Tribal Court Forms - Isleta Pueblo

Contact Info: Tribal Court - Isleta Pueblo

Judge: Hon. William Johnson
Other resources:

e Appellate Court: Appellate Court - Isleta Pueblo

e Tribal Court Peacemaking Program: for more information, please contact the Tribal
Court


https://www.puebloofacoma.org/departments/acoma-tribal-court/
https://www.puebloofacoma.org/departments/acoma-tribal-court/poa-laws/
https://www.puebloofacoma.org/departments/acoma-tribal-court/
https://www.puebloofacoma.org/departments/acoma-tribal-court/
https://www.puebloofacoma.org/departments/acoma-tribal-court/
https://www.isletapueblo.com/government/tribal-council/poi-regulations-ordinances-standards/
https://www.isletapueblo.com/tribal-courtroom-procedures-rules/?
https://www.isletapueblo.com/court-forms/
https://www.isletapueblo.com/government/appellate-court/

PUEBLO OF JEMEZ

Tribal Court: Tribal Court — Pueblo of Jemez

Judge: Hon. Betsy Salcedo

JICARILLA APACHE NATION

No online presence for Tribal Court

Tribal Code: The tribe has not given permission for the full text of this document to be
online.

Judge: Hon. Shawn Perry

PUEBLO OF LAGUNA

Tribal Court: Tribal Courts | Pueblo of Laguna

Tribal Code: Tribal Code | Pueblo of Laguna, NM | Municode Library

Rules Of Procedure: Tribal Courts | Pueblo of Laguna

Forms: Tribal Courts | Pueblo of Laguna

Contact Info: Tribal Courts | Pueblo of Laguna

Judge: Hon. Eddie Gomez, Chief Judge

MESCALERO APACHE TRIBE

Tribal Court: Mescalero Tribal Court - Official Website of the Mescalero Apache Tribe

Forms: https://mescaleroapachetribe.com/mtc/

Contact Info: https://mescaleroapachetribe.com/mtc/

Judge: Hon. Pamela Morgan, Interim Chief Judge

PUEBLO OF NAMBE

Tribal Court: Nambé Pueblo | Nambé Falls — Nambé Pueblo Tribal Courts


https://www.jemezpueblo.org/government/tribal-court/
https://www.lagunapueblo-nsn.gov/tribal-courts/
https://library.municode.com/nm/pueblo_of_laguna/codes/tribal_code
https://www.lagunapueblo-nsn.gov/tribal-courts/
https://www.lagunapueblo-nsn.gov/tribal-courts/
https://www.lagunapueblo-nsn.gov/tribal-courts/
https://www.puebloofacoma.org/departments/acoma-tribal-court/
https://www.puebloofacoma.org/departments/acoma-tribal-court/
https://mescaleroapachetribe.com/mtc/
https://www.puebloofacoma.org/departments/acoma-tribal-court/
https://www.puebloofacoma.org/departments/acoma-tribal-court/
https://www.nambepueblo.org/tribal-courts/

Rules Of Procedure: Nambé Pueblo | Nambé Falls - Nambé Pueblo Tribal Courts
Contact Info: Nambé Pueblo | Nambé Falls - Nambé Pueblo Tribal Courts

Judge: Hon. Peggy Bird_05.28.25/ Hon. Donald Gallegos_06.21.25

Other resources (for more information, please contact the Tribal Court):

e Tewa Roots Society which offers a variety of counseling services
e NP Healthy Families program which offers family and children’s counseling services
e ENIPC Peacekeepers and ENIPC Healing Hearts

NAVAJO NATION

The Navajo Nation, the largest tribe in the United States, is unique among tribes in that they
have established a Judicial Branch which serves the courts in 11 districts spread across 3
states. The information presented in this section reflects their judicial system in more
detail.

Judicial Branch: Home - NN Judicial Branch

Administrative Offices of the Courts: Administration - NN Judicial Branch

Tribal Code: Navajo Nation Code | Navajo Nation Office of Legislative Services

Rules Of Procedure: Rules of Court - NN Judicial Branch

Judicial District Courts: Judicial District Courts - NN Judicial Branch

Alamo / T6’hajiilee Judicial District - Judge: William J.J. Platero
Aneth Judicial District - Judge: Irene S. Black

Chinle Judicial District - Judge: Cynthia Thompson
Crownpoint Judicial District - Judge: Leonard Livingston
Dilkon Judicial District - Judge: Victor Clyde

Dzil Yijiin Judicial District - Judge: Cynthia Thompson

Kayenta Judicial District - Judge: Letitia Stover

Ramah Judicial District - Judge: Malcolm Laughing

Shiprock Judicial District - Judge: Genevieve Woody

Tuba City Judicial District - Judge: Cecelia Tallman
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https://www.nambepueblo.org/tribal-courts/
https://www.puebloofacoma.org/departments/acoma-tribal-court/
https://www.puebloofacoma.org/departments/acoma-tribal-court/
https://www.nambepueblo.org/tribal-courts/
https://www.puebloofacoma.org/departments/acoma-tribal-court/
https://www.puebloofacoma.org/departments/acoma-tribal-court/
https://courts.navajo-nsn.gov/
https://courts.navajo-nsn.gov/administration/
https://www.nnols.org/navajo-nation-code/
https://courts.navajo-nsn.gov/rules-of-court/
https://courts.navajo-nsn.gov/judicial-courts/

Window Rock Judicial District - Judge: Malcolm P. Begay
Other resources:

e Supreme Court of the Navajo Nation: Supreme Court - NN Judicial Branch

e Peacemaking Program: Peacemaking Program - NN Judicial Branch; the Diné

traditional method for solving problems between people.

PUEBLO OF OHKAY OWINGEH

Tribal Court: Ohkay Owingeh Tribal Court — Ohkay Owingeh

Rules Of Procedure: Ohkay Owingeh Tribal Court — Ohkay Owingeh

Forms: Ohkay Owingeh Tribal Court — Ohkay Owingeh

Contact Info: Ohkay Owingeh Tribal Court — Ohkay Owingeh

Judge: Hon. Salazar

PUEBLO OF PICURIS

Tribal Court: site under construction

Tribal Code: Pueblo of Picuris Tribal Law and Order Code | Pueblo of Picuris Law Library

Rules Of Procedure: Title 2 | Pueblo of Picuris Law Library

Judge: Hon. Donald Gallegos

PUEBLO OF POJOAQUE

Tribal Court: Courts — Pueblo of Pojoaque

Tribal Code: Law & Order Code — Pueblo of Pojoaque

Rules Of Procedure: Microsoft Word - 2024-02-02 Rules and Protocols for TC
Contact Info: Courts — Pueblo of Pojoaque
Judge: Hon. Peggy Bird

Other resources:


https://courts.navajo-nsn.gov/supreme-court/
https://courts.navajo-nsn.gov/peacemaking-program/
https://ohkay.org/ohkay-owingeh-tribal-court/
https://www.puebloofacoma.org/departments/acoma-tribal-court/
https://www.puebloofacoma.org/departments/acoma-tribal-court/
https://ohkay.org/ohkay-owingeh-tribal-court/
https://www.puebloofacoma.org/departments/acoma-tribal-court/
https://www.puebloofacoma.org/departments/acoma-tribal-court/
https://ohkay.org/ohkay-owingeh-tribal-court/
https://www.puebloofacoma.org/departments/acoma-tribal-court/
https://www.puebloofacoma.org/departments/acoma-tribal-court/
https://ohkay.org/ohkay-owingeh-tribal-court/
https://www.puebloofacoma.org/departments/acoma-tribal-court/
https://www.puebloofacoma.org/departments/acoma-tribal-court/
https://law.picurispueblo.org/us/nsn/picurispueblo/council/code
https://law.picurispueblo.org/us/nsn/picurispueblo/council/code/2
https://pojoaque.org/courts/
https://pojoaque.org/legal/law-order-code/
https://pojoaque.org/wp-content/uploads/2024/03/2024-Rules-and-Procedures-3.pdf
https://pojoaque.org/courts/

e Path to Wellness Court: for more information, please contact the Tribal Court

PUEBLO OF SANDIA

Tribal Court: Home | Sandia Tribal Court

Forms: Court Forms | Sandia Tribal Court

Contact Info: Contact | Sandia Tribal Court

Judge: Hon. Angelo King

PUEBLO OF SAN FELIPE

Tribal Court: Tribal Court | San Felipe Pueblo

Contact Info: Tribal Court | San Felipe Pueblo

Judge: Hon. Mekko M. Miller

PUEBLO OF SAN ILDEFONSO

Tribal Court: GOVERNMENT - San Ildefonso Pueblo

Tribal Code: S.I.C. | Pueblo de San Ildefonso Law Library

Contact Info: GOVERNMENT — San lldefonso Pueblo

Judge: Hon. Troy Ward

PUEBLO OF SANTA ANA

Tribal Court: TribalCourt Front page — Santa Ana Pueblo

Tribal Code: TribalCourt Front page — Santa Ana Pueblo

Rules Of Procedure: TribalCourt Rules — Santa Ana Pueblo

Forms: TribalCourt Front page — Santa Ana Pueblo

Contact Info: TribalCourt Front page — Santa Ana Pueblo

Judge: Hon. Leonard Foster


https://sandiapueblotribalcourt.com/
https://sandiapueblotribalcourt.com/forms/
https://sandiapueblotribalcourt.com/contact/
https://sfpueblo.com/departments/tribal-court
https://sfpueblo.com/departments/tribal-court
https://sanipueblo.org/government/
https://law.sanipueblo.org/us/nsn/san-ildefonso/council/code
https://sanipueblo.org/government/
https://santaana-nsn.gov/tribalcourt-front-page/
https://santaana-nsn.gov/tribalcourt-front-page/#TCordinances
https://santaana-nsn.gov/tribalcourt-rules/
https://santaana-nsn.gov/tribalcourt-front-page/
https://santaana-nsn.gov/tribalcourt-front-page/

PUEBLO OF SANTA CLARA

No online presence for Tribal Court
Tribal Code: SKM_C36820022616420
Contact Info: Court Administrator, 505.753.0411 - Phone

Judge: Hon. David McElroy

PUEBLO OF SANTO DOMINGO / KEWA

Tribal Court: Tribal Courts — Santo Domingo Pueblo; no online presence other than contact

information

PUEBLO OF TAOS

Tribal Court: Tribal Court —Taos Pueblo CMS; no online presence other than contact

information

Judge: Hon. Judge Donald Gallegos

PUEBLO OF TESUQUE

Tribal Court: Tribal Courts | Pueblo of Tesuque; no online presence other than contact

information

PUEBLO OF ZIA

Tribal Court: Tribal Courts — Pueblo of Zia; no online presence other than contact

information

Judge: Hon. Robert Medina

PUEBLO OF ZUNI

Tribal Court: Tribal Courts

Tribal Code: Microsoft Word - 2022 08 22 Zuni Tribal Code Affirmed


https://www.santaclarapueblo.org/wp-content/uploads/2025/04/SC-Code-Constitution-By-laws.-3-18-20-Copy-Copy-Copy.pdf
https://santodomingopueblo.com/tribal-courts/
https://taospueblo.org/tribal-court/
https://www.tesuquepueblo.org/tribal-courts
https://www.ziapueblo.org/tribal-courts
https://www.ashiwi.org/Courts.html
https://www.ashiwi.org/Documents/ZuniTribalCodeRevised14SEP2022-FINAL.pdf

Rules Of Procedure: Microsoft Word - 2022 08 22 Zuni Tribal Code Affirmed
Contact Info: Tribal Courts

Judge: Hon. Kaniatari:io J. Gilbert


https://www.ashiwi.org/Documents/ZuniTribalCodeRevised14SEP2022-FINAL.pdf
https://www.ashiwi.org/Courts.html

